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♦  ►  •  -4^ 


The  second  Elijah,  a  preacher  of  judgment-a  forerunner 

at  no  great  distance,  of  Jesus  the    King  and    Judge, 

even  more  than  of  Jesus  the  suffering  Lamb  of  God. 

John  the  Baptist  was  the  second  Elijah. 

"  Behold  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord  come.^^ — Mai.,  iv.,  5.  *'  This  is  he  of  whom  it 
is  written,  Behold  I  send  my  messenger  before  Thy  face  who  shall 
prepare  Thy  way  before  Thee."  "If  ye  are  willing  to  receive  it,  this 
is  Elijah  which  was  for  to  come.  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear^  let  him 
hearr—Ud^ii.,  xi.  10,  14,  15. 


John  the  Baptist  predicted  the  gathering  of  the  grain 

into  the  granary  and  the  burning  up  of  the  chaff  with 

unquenchable  fire,  and  solemnly  announced  that  at 

the  time  he  spoke  the    Kingdom    of  Heaven   was   at 

hand,  the  axe  was  already   lying  at  the  root  of  the 

trees,  and  the  wrath  was  soon  to  come. 

"  In  those  days  cometh  John  the  Baptist,  preaching  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Judea,  saying.  Repent  ye,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand, 
.     .     .     .     Who  warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come   [Greek  : 
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the  wrath   soon  to  come]  ?     .     .     .     .     Even  iiow  is  the  axe  laid 

unto  the  root  of  the  trees He  that  cometh  after  me  will 

thoroughly  cleanse  His  threshing  floor  ;  and  He  will  gather  His  wheat 
into  His  garner,  but  the  chaff  He  will  burn  up  with  unquenchable 
fire."— Matt.,  iii.  1,  2,  7,  10,  11,  12. 


The  near  approach  of  the  Kingdom  constituted  the 
essence  of  the  good  news  with  which  Jesus  began 
His  ministry. 

*'  Now  after  that  John  was  delivered  up,  Jesus  came  into  Galilee, 
preaching  the  gospel  [Greek :  the  good  news]  of  God,  and  saying, 
The  time  is  fulfilled^  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand.  Repent  ye, 
and  believe  in  the  gospel  [Greek:  believe  in  the  good  news]. — 
Mark,  i.  14,  15.     Compare  Matt.,  iv.  17. 


The  Apostles  sent  out  into  the  world  for  the  express 
purpose  of  proclaiming  the  speedy  coming  of  the 
Kingdom  [and,  therefore,  also  of  the  King]. 

*'  These  twelve  Jesus  sent  forth  and  charged  them,  saying  .  .  . 
As  ye  go,  preach,  saying.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand^ — 
Matt.,x.  5,  7.  "  Into  whatsoever  city  ye  enter  .  .  .  say  unto  them, 
The  Kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  tmto  you.  But  into  whatsoever 
city  ye  shall  enter,  and  they  receive  you  not,  go  out  into  the  streets 
thereof  and  say.  Even  the  dust  from  your  city,  that  cleaveth  to  our 
feet,  we  do  wipe  off  against  you :  howbeit  know  this,  that  the  King- 
dom of  God  is  come  nigh.'' — Luke  x.,  8-11. 


The  coming  judgment  specially  to  concern  our  Lord's 
earthly  contemporaries.  His  advent  an  event  of  the 
near  future  at  the  time  He  spoke,  and  certain  to 
occur  in  the  lifetime  of  some  who  were  then  listen- 
ing to  Him. 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  Me  and  of  My  words  in  this 
adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  the  Son  of  man  also  shall  be 
ashamed  of  him,  when  He  cometh  in  the  glory  of  His  Father  with 
the  holy  angels." — Mark,  viii.  38.  *'  For  the  Son  of  man  shall  come 
[Greek  :  is  soon  to  come]  in  the  glory  of  His  Father  with  His  angels, 
and  then  shall  he  render  unto  every  man  according  to  his  deeds. 
Verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  be  some  of  them  that  stand  here, 
which  shall  in  no  wise  taste  of  death  till  they  see  the  Son  of  man 
COMING  in  His  Kingdo7n.''—M.Q,tt.,  xvi.  27,  28. 
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Christ's  temporary  separation  from  His  apostles,  to  be 
terminated  in  most  cases  not  by  tlneir  going  to  be 
with  Him  in  the  spirit-world  when  they  died,  but  by 
His  own  return  to  earth  to  fetch  them  home  to 
heaven. 

"  In  My  Father's  house  are  many  mansions  .  .  .  .  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I 
come  again  and  will  receive  you  unto  Myself,  that  icliere  I  am^  ye  may 
be  also." — John,  xiv.  2,  3. 


The  work  of  the  Apostles  to  be  cut  short  by  their  Lord's 
return  ere  their  ministry  ended.  No  time,  therefore, 
could  be  spared  for  urging  the  message  upon  people 
who  did  not  at  once  accept  it. 

*'  When  they  persecute  you  in  this  city,  flee  into  the  next,  for 
VERILY  I  SAY  UNTO  YOU,  Ye  shall  not  have  gone  through  the  cities  of 
Israel,  till  the  Son  of  man  be  come.'' — Matt.,x.  23. 


That  the  ministry  of  the  Apostles  as  a  whole  was  to 
terminate  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  is  further 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  their  Master^s  promise  to 
be  ^^with'^  them  In  a  special  and  peculiar  sense 
whilst  they  fulfilled  their  commission,  extended  only 
to  the  close  of  the  Jewish  dispensation. 

"  Go  2/e  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptizing 
them  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  :  teaching  them  to  observe  whatsoever  I  commanded  you  :  and 

LO  I  AM  WITH  YOU  ALL  THE  DAYS,  EVEN  UNTO  THE  END  OF  THE 

AGE." — Matt.,  xxviii.  20. 


The  First  Resurrection  was  near  at  hand. 

''  As  the  Father  raiseth  the  dead  and  quickeneth  them,  even  so 
the  Son  also  quickeneth  whom  He  will.  For  neither  doth  the  Father 
judge  any  man,  but  He  hath  given  all  iudgment  unto  the  Son ;  that 
all  may  honour  the  Son  even  as  they  honour  the  Father  .... 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  The  hour  cometh  and  noio  is,  when  the 
dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  [the 
words  indicated  that  the  summons  to  the  First  resurrection  would 
not  be  addressed  to  all  the  dead]  shall  live." — John,  v.  21-25.  [The 
same  phrase,  "the  hour  cometh  and  now  is  "  occurs  in  John.  iv. 
23  (the  hour  cometh  and  noio  is  when  the  true  worshippers  shall 
worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  truth  ;  for  such  doth  the  Father 
seek  to  be  His  worshippers),  and  is  there  applied  to  that  abolition  of 


all  distinctions  of  race  and  place  in  the  sight  of  God  which  took 
place,  like  the  First  resurrection,  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 
The  future  tense  shews  that  the  event  had  not  yet  taken  place, 
whilst  the  word  "  now  "  proves  that  it  was  nevertheless  near  at  hand.] 


Probably  in  the  lifetime  of  the  Apostle  John. 

"If  1  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  comej  what  is  that  to  thee?" — 
John,  xxi.  22.  ■ 

[There  need  be  no  difficulty  in  believinor  nor.  only  that  .Tohn  lived  until  the 
time  of  the  Second  Advent,  but  that  7ie  subsequentli/  died.  Although  fitted  by  his 
character  to  f*hare  at  once  in  the  glories  of  (Jhrst  a  lieavenly  Kingdom,  he  may 
have  been  left  behind  on  earth  for  a  time  in  order  to  be  to  the  world  a  source  of 
pure  Christian  teaching.    Jesus  said  not  unto  him  that  he  should  not  die.] 


In  the  lifetinne  of  Christ's  judges. 

"Henceforth  (Greek  :  in  the  neab  future)  ye  shall  see  the  Son 
of  man  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  on  the  clouds 
of  heaven." — Matt.,  xxvi.  64. 


In  the  lifetime  of  Nathaniel  and  Philip. 

*'  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Hereafter*  {Greek  :  in  the 
NEAR  future)  ye  shall  see  the  heaven  opened,  and  the  angels  of  God 
ascending  and  descending  on  the  Son  of  man." — John,  i.  51. 

[♦Omitted  in  some  MSS.  The  scribe  was  not  aware  that  the  Second  advent 
had  occurred,  and  did  not  know  of  any  event  that  had  taken  place  "  in  the  near 
future"  to  which  the  prediction  could  refer.] 


In   the   lifetime   of  the   women  of  Jerusalem    and    their 
children. 

'*  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  Me,  bttt  weep  for  your- 
selves and  for  your  children.     For,  behold,  the  days  are  coming  in 

which  they  shall  say.  Blessed  are  the  barren Then  shall 

they  begin  to  say  to  the  mountains.  Fall  on  us,  and  to  the  hills,  Cover 
us." — Luke,  xxiii.  28-30.  "And  the  kings  of  the  earth  (or  'land.' 
The  whole  expression  is  applied  by  Peter  to  the  rulers  of  Palestine — 
Acts  iv.  26)  .  .  .  .  hid  themselves  in  the  caves  and  in  the  rocks 
of  the  mountains  ;  and  they  say  to  the  mountains  and  to  the  rocks. 
Fall  on  us  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  :  for  the  great  day  of  their 
wiath  is  come." — Rev.,  vi.  15,  16. 


The  spiritual  harvest  of  the  Jewish  nation  was  near  at 
hand.  The  Apostles  were  harvest  -  labourers  :— 
reapers,  not  sowers  of  the  seed  ! 

"  Say  not  ye.  There  are  yet  four  months,  and  then  cometh  the 
harvest  ?  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the 


fields,  that  they  are  ivhite  already  imto  harvest.  He  that  reapeth 
receive  th  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal;  that  he  that 
soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together.  For  herein  is  the 
saying  true.  One  soweth,  and  another  reapeth.  I  sent  you  to  reap 
that  whereon  ye  have  not  laboured  :  others  have  laboured,  and  ye  are 
entered  into  their  labour." — John,  iv.  35-38. 


The  harvest  was  actually  to  come  at  the  end  of  the 
Jewish  dispensation.  The  seed  had  been  mainly  sown 
during  Christ's  personal  ministry. 

*'  He  that  soweth  good  seed  is  the  Son  of  man,  and.  the  harvest 
is  THE  END  OF  THE  AGE." — Matt.,  xiii.  39.  Revised  Bible.  Compare 
Matt.,  xiii.  49  :  "So  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  the  age." 


The   individuals  whom   our   Lord   addressed  would  be  in 
danger  of  being  misled  by  false  Messiahs. 

"  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them,  Take  heed  that  no  man 
lead  you  astray.  For  many  shall  come  in  My  name,  saying  I  am  the 
Christ,  and  shall  lead  astray  many." — Matt.,  xxiv.  5. 


Wars  and  rumours  of  wars  were  likely  to  be  a  source  of 
anxiety  to  the  individuals  whom  our  Lord  addressed. 

'*  Ye  shall  hear  of  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  :  see  that  ye  be  not 
troubled  :  for  these  things  must  needs  come  to  pass  ;  but  the  end  is 
not  yet." — Matt.,  xxiv.  6. 


Some,  at  least,  of  the  individuals  whom  our  Lord  ad- 
dressed were  to  be  exposed  to  distress,  ignominy 
and  violent  death. 

**  Then  shall  they  deliver  you  up  unto  tribulation,  and  shall  kill 
you  :  and  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  the  nations  for  My  name's  sake." 
— Matt.,  xxiv.  9. 


The  terrible  persecutions  which  would  fall  on  the 
Christians  in  the  last  days  of  the  Jewish  dispensation 
clearly  foreseen.  Their  deliverance  associated  with 
the  personal  return  of  Christ,  and  declared  to  be 
speedy. 

*'And  shall   not  God  avenge  His  elect,  which  cry  to  him  day 
and  night?     ....    I  say  unto  you  that  He  will  avenge  them 


speedily.      Howbeit  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  shall  He  find  faith 
on  the  earth  ?  "—Luke  xviii.  7,  8. 


The  end  of  the  Jewish  dispensation  was  to  come,  when 
the  good  news  of  the  approach  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  which  was  to  succeed  it,  had  been  proclaimed 
throughout  the  known  world. 

"  And  this  gospel  {Greek :  ''  good  news  ")  of  the  Kingdom  shall 
be  preached  in  the  whole  world  [Greek  :  "  inhabited  earth."  Compare 
Luke  ii.  1  :  "  There  went  out  a  decree  from  Caesar  Augustus  that  all 
the  world  should  be  enrolled  "]  for  a  testimony  unto  all  the  nations,  and 
then  shall  the  end  come." — Matt.,  xxiv.  14. 


The  good  news  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  was  proclaimed 
throughout  the  known  world  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
Apostles. 

"  They  went  forth  and  preached  everywhere.''—  Mark,  xvi.  20.  "  Ye 
shall  be  My  witnesses  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judsea  and 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.'' — Acts,  i.  8. 
*' Their  sound  went  out  into  all  the  earthy  and  their  words  unto  the 
ends  of  the  world." — Rom.,x.  18.  "The  mystery  which  hath  been 
kept  in  silence  through  times  eternal,  but  now  is  manifested,  and 
.  .  .  is  made  known  unto  all  the  nations  unto  obedience  of  faith. — 
Rom.,  xvi.  25,  26.  (Compare  I.  Thess.,  i.,  8:  '•^  In  every  place  your 
faith  to  God-ward  is  gone  forth.")  "The  good  news  which  is  come 
unto  you  ;  even  as  it  is  also  in  all  the  world  bearing  fruit  and  increas- 
ing." "  The  good  news  which  was  preached  in  all  creation  under 
heaven."—  Col.,  i.  6,  23. 


The  Abomination  of  desolation  was  to  be  something 
which  the  individuals  whom  our  Lord  addressed  were 
to  live  to  see. 

*'  When  therefore  ye  see  the  abomination  of  desolation." — Matt., 
xxiv.  15. 


The  individuals  whom  our  Lord   addressed  were   to   be 
among  those  who  were  to  flee  to  the  mountains. 

"  Pray  ye  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter,  neither  on  a 
Sabbath."— Matt.,  xxiv.  20. 


Immediately  succeeding  the  setting  up  of  the  Abomina- 
tion of  desolation,  and  the  flight  of  believers  to  the 
moufjtains,  was  to  be  the  time  of  awful  distress  pre- 
dicted by  Daniel  the  prophet  (xii.  1),  and  absolutely 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world,  before 
or  after. 

*'  Then  shall  be  great  tribulation,  such  as  hafch  not  been  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  until  now,  no,  nor  ever  shall  be," — Matt., 
xxiv.  21. 


Then  would  at  once  follow  marvellous  portents  in  the 
sky  (which  may  well  have  accompanied  those  actually 
recorded  by  Josephus),  and  at  the  same  time  there 
would  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  amid 
the  wailing  of  all  the  tribes  of  Palestine,  the  Son  of 
man  (the  rejected  but  divinely  triumphant  King  of 
the  Jews)  would  be  seen  coming  on  the  clouds  of 
heaven. 

"  Immediately  after  the  tribulation  of  those  days^  the  sun  shall 
be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  and  the  stars 
shall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens  shall  be 
shaken  :  and  then  shall  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  man  in  heaven; 
and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  (the  Greek  word  also  means 
land)  mourn,  and  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  on  the 
clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory." — Matt.,  xxiv.  29,  30, 


These  things  were  to  be  fully  and  exhaustively  realised 
in  the  lifetime  of  our  Lord's  earthly  contemporaries. 
Some  of  the  men  to  whom  He  spoke  would  witness 
the  whole. 

"  Now  from  the  fig  tree  learn  her  parable  ;  when  her  branch  is 
nowl)ecome  tender  and  putteth  forth  its  leaves,  ye  know  that  summer 
is  nigh ;  even  so  ye  also,  when  ye  see  all  these  things,  know  ye 
that  He  is  nigh  even  at  the  doors.  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  This  genera- 
tion shall  not  pass  away  till  all  these  things  be  accomplished.  Heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  My  words  shall  not  pass  away." — 
Matt.,  xxiv.  32-35. 


*^This  generation^*  can    only  mean  our    Lord's   earthly 
contemporaries. 
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*'  Whereunto  shall  I  liken  this  generation  ?  "—Matt.,  xi.  16.  *'  The 
men  of  Nineveh  shall  stand  up  in  the  judgment  with  this  generation 
and  shall  condemn  it." — xii.  41,  42.  ''  Even  so  shall  it  be  unto  this 
evil  generation.''— xii.,  4:6.  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  All  these  things 
(i.e.,  all  the  righteous  blood  shed  from  Abel  to  Zachariali)  shall  come 
uipon  this  generation." — xxiii.  36.  "Even  as  Jonah  became  a  sign 
unto  the  Ninevites,  so  shall  also  the  Son  of  man  be  to  this  genera- 
tion.''— Luke  xi.  30.  ''First  must  the  Son  of  man  suffer  many 
things  and  be  rejected  of  this  generation. — xvii.  25. 


TWO  ABVEyNTS— O-R    TH-REE? 

"  Even  now,  after  eighteen  centuries  of  Christianity,  we  may 
be  involved  in  some  enormous  error  of  which  the  Christianity  of  the 
future  will  make  us  ashamed."  These  words  will  be  echoed  by  many 
readers  of  "  The  Berean,"  by  J.  H.  Noyes,  and  of  Dr.  Stuart  Russell's 
fascinating  book,  "The  Parousia,"  published  by  Mr.  Fisher  Unwin — 
works  which  embody  the  greatest  theological  discovery  of  the  Christian 
era.  The  Jews  believe  in  but  one  advent  of  the  Messiah — an  advent  in 
kingly  triumph.  The  Christian  Church  believes  in  two  advents  of  the 
Messiah,  at  the  first  of  which  He  came  to  suffer  and  to  die  for  sins 
not  His  own.  But  what  if,  to  this  day,  a  veil  lieth  on  the  hearts  of 
Christian  ]people  vfheneYei  the  New  Testament  is  read,  so  that  even 
they  have  not  yet  grasped  the  full  truth  ?  What  if  just  as  God 
divided  mankind  into  the  two  great  families  of  Jew  and  Gentile,  so 
the  judgment  of  mankind  instead  of  coming  in  one  act  at  the  end  of 
all  things  has  been  divided  into  two  great  transactions  separated  by 
at  least  1800  years  ?  What  df  the  Jewish  dispensation  which  had 
been  inaugurated  amid  the  thunders  of  Sinai  was  consummated  in 
a  scene  of  yet  more  awful  grandeur  and  solemnity  by  the  appearance 
on  the  clouds  of  heaven  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  in  70  a.d.  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Himself  ?  In  that  case,  unfamiliar  and  unwelcome 
though  the  truth  may  prove,  the  Church  of  to-day  will  have  to  recog- 
nise not  merely  two  advents  of  the  Messiah,  but  three ! 

It  is  vain  for  any  one  who  believes  that  the  Apostles  taught  with 
Divine  authority  and  inspiration,  to  attempt  to  evade  and  explain 
away  the  narrow  limitations  of  time  which  they  one  and  all  emphati- 
cally and  unceasingly  assigned  to  their  Master's  personal  return  to 
the  earth.  (1.)  The  use  of  such  words  as  "  shortly  "  is  incompatible 
with  a  delay  of  even  70  years.  (See  Jer.,  xxvii.  lf>.  The  vessels  of  the 
temple  came  back  from  Babylon  at  the  end  of  70  years.  Yet  those 
who  said  that  this  would  happen  ''  shortly  "  were  charged  with  false- 
hood!)  (2).  In  2  Peter,  iii.  8,  the  writer  simply  argues  for  the  faith- 
fulness and  punctuality  with  which  God  always  keeps  His  promises 
when  they  fall  due ;  it  matters  not  whether  the  time  previously 
specified  for  their  fulfilment  be  exceedingly  short — one  day,  or  ex- 
ceedingly long — a  thousand  years!  (3).  In  2  Thess.,  ii.  2,  Paul 
writing  nearly  twenty  years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
merely  corrected  the  erroneous  idea  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  had 
now  actually  arrived  ("is  now  present"  R.V.)  (4.)  After  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  the  Apostles  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit^ — that  Spirit 
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of  truth  which  Jesus  had  promised  should  certify  them  from  error 
and  guide  them,  into  all  the  truth  (Jno.,  xvi.  13  ;  1  Jno.,  ii.  20). 

But  further  unless  in  an  utterly  unwarrantable  manner  we  are 
to  assume  that  the  words  of  Jesus  are  not  to  be  understood  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  everyday  life— a  system  of  interpreta- 
tion which  brings  theology  into  contempt  by  enabling  us  to  read  into 
Scripture  just  the  meaning  which  fancy  or  prejudice  may  suggest — 
precisely  similar  limitations  of  time  are  assigned  to  the  Second 
advent  by  our  Lord  Himself  throughout  the  four  Gospels.  Many 
times  over,  the  nearness  of  His  personal  return  is  there  insisted  on 
by  Him  in  words  of  singular  clearness  and  awful  solemnity.  The 
emphasis,  the  reiteration^  and  the  variety  of  language  by  ivhich  the 
same  meaning  is  Qonveyed  make  it  certain  as  a  matter  of  historical 
scie7ice  that  the  gospel  records  truly  represent  His  teaching  on  the 
subject. 

A  reference  to  the  Revised  Bible,  with  careful  notice  of  the  read- 
ings in  the  margin,  will  show  that  in  Matt,  xxiv.,  there  is  not  a 
syllable  about  the  end  of  the  World.  With  the  precision  of  a  legal 
document,  the  possibility  of  a  double  interpretation  is  expressly  ex- 
cluded. That  the  great  majority  of  the  predictions  were  realised  in 
the  events  which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  in  70  a.d.  is  a  matter  of  history — so  much  so,  indeed,  that 
some  critics  maintain  that  the  discourse  is  not  prophecy  at  all,  but 
must  have  been  written  after  that  date  (an  untenable  position,  for 
if  the  words  of  verse  30  were  not  actually  uttered  by  our  Lord,  no 
late  luriter  would  have  attributed  them  to  Hini). 

Truly  viewed,  the  chapter  establishes  the  superhuman  foresight 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  knoion  fulfihnent  of  the  great  mass  of  the  pre- 
dictions becoming  a  reasonable  guarantee  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  tuhoUy 
including  the  prediction  of  verse  30.  We  therefore  unhesitatingly 
renounce  the  human  traditions  on  this  subject,  which  have  made 
void  the  word  of  God,  and  we  accept  the  fact  that  the  second  advent 
WAS  REALISED  by  the  personal  and  visible  appearance  of  Jesus  on  the 
clouds  of  heaven  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  in  70 
A.D. ;  and  that  this  coming  of  Christ  was  accompanied  by  a  translation 
of  living  saints  of  the  first  rank,  by  a  resurrection  and  by  a  solemn 
judgment  (mainly  Jewish). 

The  silence  of  history  as  to  these  events  is  to  be  accounted  for  by 
remembering  that  the  opening  of  a  special  spiritual  sense  in  the 
beholder  seems  to  have  been  at  all  times  essential  for  the  perception 
of  Christ's  Resurrection-body  and  of  other  real  and  objective  things 
in  the  spiritual  sphere.  In  the  New  Testament  the  Second  advent 
has  a  far  narroiver  scope  assigned  to  it  than  is  commonly  supposed. 
Those  to  whom  the  event  was  to  bring  deliverance  and  rest,  by  their 
being  caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  were  the  few  faithful 
believers  of  the  first  rank  who  in  that  time  of  sad  apostasy  predicted 
to  accompany  the  end  of  the  Jewish  age,  still  looked  and  longed  for 
their  Lord's  return. — Heb.  ix.,  28.  Those  to  whom  the  event  was  to 
bring  judgment  and  destruction  were  not  the  ignorant  masses  of  the 
Gentile  world,  but  mainly  Jews,  the  open  and  avowed  enemies  of  the 
cross  of  Christ — the  murderers  of  the  Saviour  Himself  and  the  cruel 
persecutors  of  His  innocent  followers. — Matt  xxii.,  7  ;  Luke  xix.,  22  ; 
Phil.iii.,  18  ;  2  Thess.,  i.,  9  ;  Heb.  x.,27.  When  Jesus  appeared  on  the 
clouds  of  heaven  in  70  a.d.,  both  these  sections  of  humanity  saw 
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Him;  for  both  were  intimately  concerned  in  His  appearance,  but 

both  immediately  passed  away  from  earth  and  could  leave  behind  no 
record  of  tvhat  had  happened  !  The  Roman  soldiers  who  were  at 
Jerusalem  in  70  a.d.  were  neither  the  firm  friends  nor  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  Jesus.  Being,  therefore,  unconcerned  in  His  appearance, 
they  probably  were  not  cognisant  of  His  presence,  real  and  objective 
though  that  presence  ivas.  They  thus  resembled  Saul's  companions 
on  the  journey  to  Damascus  (Acts  ix.,  7)  who,  being  unconcerned  in 
Christ's  appearance  on  that  occasion,  heard  a  voice  but  saw  no  man  ! 
Throughout  the  world  the  Second  advent  may  have  brought  judgment 
and  destruction  to  the  enemies  of  the  faith,  for  Josephus  relates  that 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Palestine  was  the  signal  for  the  massacre 
of  Jews  everywhere.  Throughout  the  world  truly  saintly  believers 
were  translated  from  earth  to  heaven,  being  suddenly  missing 
from  their  homes  and  their  businesses  in  accordance  with  the  express 
statement  of  Jesus  in  Matthew  xxiv.,  34,  40,  41,  that  such  would  be 
the  case  ere  the  generation  of  men  to  whom  He  spoke  had  passed 
away.  Church  history  for  many  years  after  70  a.d.  is  almost  a  blanks 
and  these  faithful  Christians  being  comparatively  few  in  number  (Matt. 
xxiv.,  12,  R.V.),  and  being  drawn  mostly  from  the  ranks  of  the  poor 
and  of  slaves  (I.  Cor.,  i.,  26  ;  James  ii.,  5),  their  disappearance  would 
not  be  recorded  by  the  secular  historian,  especially  in  that  tumultous 
age. 


it 


WHEKE    A-RE   WE    /NOW?" 


The  Bible  is  a  record  of  God's  dealings  with  His  chosen  people 
the  Jews  until  their  destruction  as  a  settled  nation.  It  exhibits  to 
all  succeeding  generations  the  exactness  with  which  God  keeps  His 
promises  and  His  threatenings — the  awful  consequences  of  rejecting 
the  Divinely  appointed  Saviour,  and  the  unspeakable  blessedness  of 
all  who  truly  love  and  obey  Him.  It  reveals  to  us  a  Saviour  who 
tasted  death  for  every  man,  and  a  Father  in  Heaven  who  is  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day  and  for  ever  in  His  severity  towards  sin,  and  His 
long-suffering  patience  and  forbearance  towards  sinners. 

We  are  living  in  *'  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  "  (Luke  xxi.  24), 
in  the  midst  of  the  Millenial  Kingdom,  between  the  First  and  Second 
resurrections,  and  between  the  First  judgment  (mainly  Jewish)  and 
the  Second  judgment  (mainly  Gentile.)  "  Each  in  his  own  order  : 
Christ  the  first  fruits ;  then  (i.e.,  afterwards.  Compare  Mark  iv.  28  : 
"  First  the  blade,  the^i  the  ear,  then  the  full  corn  in  the  ear  ")  they  that 
are  Christ's  at  His  coming.  Then  (i.e.,  afterwards.  Allowing  time 
for  the  whole  interval  of  the  Millenium)  cometh  the  end,  when  He 
shall  deliver  up  the  Kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father,  when  He 
shall  have  abolished  all  rule  and  all  authority  and  power.  For  He 
must  reign  until  He  hath  put  all  His  enemies  under  His  feet." 
— I.  Cor.,  XV.  23,  25.  God's  people  of  ancient  days  remained  after 
death  in  a  state  of  imperfect  happiness  until  the  coming  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  in  70  a.d.  (Heb.,  xi.  39,  40).  Truly  consecrated 
Christians  have  a  great  advantage  over  the  men  of  Old  Testament 
times.  A  peculiar  blessedness  belongs  to  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord /rom  henceforth  (Eev,,  xiv.  13),  for  in  their  case  there  is  no  delay, 
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"but  tliey  enter  at  once  into  the  full  rest  that  awaits  the  people  of  God. 

Of  such  it  is  emphatically  true  that  they  come  not  into  judgment^  but 
already  have  passed  out  of  death  into  life  (John,  v.  24).  Further,  we 
have  no  right  to  hold  aloof  from  social  and  political  movements  which 
have  for  their  object  the  welfare  of  the  men  and  women  around  us 
for  whom  Christ  died.  God's  Kingdom  has  come^  and  it  is  now  our 
solemn  duty  to  concentrate  our  prayers  and  our  energies  on  causing 
His  zuill  to  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 


OTHE-R   COySSEQUE/SeES. 

(1)  The  Second  advent  and  the  First  resurrection  may  be 
continuous  in  their  results.  Death  may  bear  the  same  relation 
to  us  as  the  Second  advent  did  to  the  primitive  Christians  (Rev.  xiv., 
13),  either  admitting  us  to,  or  for  ever  excluding  us  from,  a  share  in 
the  Heavenly  Kingdom  of  God — (i.e.,  the  now-existing  sovereignity  of 
Christ  and  His  saints  over  the  human  race  here  and  in  the  unseen 
world,  for  the  ultimate  salvation  of  the  mass  of  men).  Therefore 
what  Christ  said  once  to  His  disciples,  He  still  says  to  all : 
''Watch!''  — Mo^xk  xiii.  37.  (2)  The  early  date  of  the  New 
Testament.  Since  there  is  no  record  in  history  of  Christ's  personal 
and  visible  advent  in  or  about  70  a.d.,  writers  of  the  second  century 
would  not  have  gratuitously  represented  Him  as  predicting  that  it 
would  take  place  then.  (3)  Babylon  of  Rev.  xvii.  was  possibly  ancient 
Jerusalem,  and  the  Man  of  sin  (2  Thess.)  Nero.  (4)  Christ's 
PERSONALITY  DIVINE,  and  His  apostles  truly  and  infallibly  inspired. 

(5)  Christ's  work  complete.  By  faith  and  prayer  we  have  gradually 
to  appropriate  to  ourselves  His  perfect  victory  over  sin  and  death. 

(6)  Christ's  MORAL  precepts.  Our  Lord's  Sermon  on  the  Mount  was 
meant  to  be  literally  carried  out  by  the  individuals  to  whom  it  was 
first  addressed,  and  its  broad  principles  to  be  obeyed  by  subsequent 
ages.  (7)  Eschatology.  The  Son  of  man  came  in  His  glory,  in  the 
lifetime  of  some  who  had  been  His  earthly  contemporaries. — Matt, 
xvi.,  28.  Therefore  the  parable  of  the  sheep  and  the  goats  (Matt. 
XXV.)  may  describe  the  First  judgment,  mainly  Jewish,  which  took 
place  in  70  a.d.  This  agrees  with  (I.)  the  division  into  two,  and  only 
two,  classes.  The  unparalleled  sufferings  which  fell  on  believers  and 
unbelievers  alike  in  the  last  days  of  the  Jewish  dispensation  must 
have  made  their  characters  develop  rapidly,  and  have  gone  far  to 
turn  every  individual  either  into  a  saint  or  a  devil.  (II.)  Their 
treatment  of  the  Lord's  suffering  brethren  was  the  test  by 
which  the  characters  of  the  men  in  the  parable  were  made 
manifest.  (HI.)  The  awful  severity  of  the  punishment  in 
verse  41,  corresponds  to  the  exceptional  wickedness  of  those  of 
our  Lord's  earthly  contemporaries  whom  it  specially  concerned. 
If  Jesus  Himself  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto  them,  and  done 
among  them  the  works  that  none  other  ever  did,  their  sin  might 
not  have  been  of  the  heinous  and  unpardonable  character  that  it  was 
(John  XV.  24).  "  All  the  nations  "may  signify  individuals  from  every 
nation.  Comp.  2  Tim.,  iv.,  17.  (IV.)  Thus  viewed,  the  parable  has  solemn 
significance  for  us.  The  fact  that  God  has  punished  sin  in  the  past, 
indicates  that  He  will  surely  do  so  in  the  future.  Further,  there  are 
many  degrees  of  guilt,iand  consequently  of  retribution,  but  by  deliberate 
rejection  of  the  Saviour,  and  persistent  silencing  of  His  Spirit  within 
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us,  we  may  bring  upon  ourselves  irreparable  loss  and  ruin.  Every 
remnant  of  a  better  nature  having  become  extinct  in  these  un- 
believers, they  were  as  the  refuse  and  offscouring  of  the  world,  and 
for  the  sake  of  the  world  were  burnt  up  as  chaff.  (8)  Apostolic 
SUCCESSION.  All  Christian  preachers  proclaim  the  Saviour's  name, 
and  the  necessity  of  obedience  and  faith,  but  the  work  of  herald- 
ing the  near  approach  of  the  Kingdom  was  accomplished  by  the 
Apostles  once  for  all,  and  is  incapable  of  repetition.  .  .  .  The 
Church  of  history  with  its  errors  and  misdeeds,  is  descended  from 
Christians  of  the  second  and  third  rank,  left  behind  on  earth  in 
70  A.D.,  because  of  their  lack  of  earnestness  and  watchfulness. 
.  .  .  .  The  Apostles  are  still  alive  in  the  unseen  tvorld,  and 
have  never  ceased  to  exercise  over  the  Church,  there  and  here, 
the  pre-eminence  committed  to  them  by  their  Lord.  Therefore, 
strictly  speaking,  they  cannot  have  any  successors. 


A  WO-HLB-WmE  -RESU-R-REeTIO/M 
3\/MD  WO'RL-D-WI'DE  JUDGMEMT 
gET    TO    eOME 

"  Marvel  not  at  this  :  for  the  hour  cometh,  in  which  all  that 
ARE  IN  THE  TOMBS  shall  hear  His  voice,  and  shall  come  forth  ;  they 
that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life  ;  and  they  that 
have  practised  ill,  unto  the  resurrection  of  judgment." — John  v.,  28,  29. 


"And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and  Him  that  sat  upon  it,  from 
whose  face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away ;  and  there  was  found 
no  place  for  them.  And  I  saw  the  dead,  the  great  and  the  small, 
standing  before  the  throne  ;  and  books  were  opened :  and  another 
book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life  :  and  the  dead  were  judged 
out  of  the  things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works." — Rev.,  xx.,  11,  12. 

[The  expression  "a  thousand  years"  (Rev.  xx.),  occurring  as  it 
does  in  a  book  of  symbols,  may  simply  stand  for  an  exceedingly  long 
period.  Compare  the  common  expression:  "a  thousand  thanks  for 
your  kindness!  "J 

¥>-^-M^ 

f" For  detailed  treatment  of  this  question  see  ''  The  Christh  as  come^'" 
by  E.  Hampden-Cook;  ''The  Berean,''  by  J.  H.  Noyes  ;  *' The 
Parousia,''  by  Dr.  Stuart  Russell,  (7/6)  ;  and  "■  The  Greatest  Secret 
in  the  World,^^  a  pamphlet  published  by  G.  N.  Miller,  at  188,  W, 
Houston  Street,  New  York.  J.  Tindall' Harris's  Commentary  on  the 
Writings  of  the  Apostle  John ;  '*  The  Great  Day  of  the  Lord,''  by  Rev. 
Alex.  Bilown,  of  Aberdeen;  the  Regal  Advent,''  by  Rev.  T.  Rattray,  of 
Toronto;  the  Works  o/ Robert  Stark  and  James  Murray,  of  Torquay ; 
I.  Hooper,  of  Bridgeivater ;  W.  J.  P.  Wilkinson,  of  Exeter;  and 
Alhpeus  Crosby,  o/  Boston,  U.S.A. ;  and  articles  on  the  subject  which 
haveappeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  '*  Clergyman's  Magazine,"  may 
also  be  consulted  with  great  ijiterest  and  profit.) 

SIXTH  THOUSAND. — Copyright.— Communications  on  the  subject  of  this 
pamphlet  will  be  welcome,  if  addressed  to  Mr.  E.  Hampden- Cook,  326,  Bethnal  Green 
Road,  London,  N.E. 
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NOTICES  OF  THE  PRESS  {Gonllnued) 


"  The  silence  of  secular  history  is  no  insurmountable  obstacle,  and  early 
church  history  contains  a  gap  after  70  a.d.  which  can  only  be  satisfactorily 
explained  on  this  hypothesis.  The  contention  of  the  book  is  not  new,  but 
Mr.  Hampden-Cook  puts  it  forward  with  a  new  clearness,  the  brevity  and 
directness  by  which  the  argument  is  characterised  rendering  tha  volume 
interesting  and  attractive.  The  reasoning  throughout  appeals  to  common 
sense,  and  many  who  have  been  troubled  by  the  apparent  inconsistency  of 
New  Testament  eschatology  will  find  the  book  refreshing  and  valuable." — 
Hackney  Standard. 

"  The  subject  is  treated  in  a  serious  and  capable  way,  and  from  various 
standpoints." — Halifax  Evening  Courier. 

o  o  o  o 

"  It  is  surprising  how  much  Mr.  Cook  finds  in  the  New  Testament  to 
support  his  singular  theory.  The  book  is  well  written  and  lucidly  argued, 
and  opens  u;^  questions  that  call  for  investigation." — Inverness  Courier. 

"  The  author  has  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  the  array  of  matter 
supporting  his  contention,  and  whether  he  has  or  has  not  made  out  his  case 
the  book  is  well  v/orth  perusal." — Torquay  Times. 

"  A  remarkable  and  exceedingly  interesting  contribution  to  the  theo- 
logical literature  of  our  time.  There  can  be  no  donbt  that,  from  both  the 
argumentative  and  literary  points  of  view,  Mr.  Hampden-Cook  has  done  his 
work  with  very  considerable  ability.  '  The  Christ  has  come  '  substantially 
amounts  to  an  argument  for  the  unity  of  Christendom — that  glorious  con- 
summation for  which  all  the  highest  minds  have  for  centuries  been  so 
earnestly  longing."— /S^^ssco:  Daily  Neivs. 


PERSONAL   TESTIMONIES   RECEIVED   BY 

THE   AUTHOR. 


"  I  agree  with  you  that  there  was  a  Parousia  of  Christ  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem — not  at  all  more  hard  to  believe  than  the  Parousia  to  St. 
Paul  on  the  way  to  Damascus." — Rev.  Edioard  White ^  author  of  "  Life  in 
Christ." 

"  Your  view  is  so  novel  that  I  cannot  grasp  it  all  in  a  day,  but  if  true  it 
removes  a  world  of  mystery — nearly  all  my  religious  difficulties  vanish." 

*♦  You  have  introduced  me  to  a  world  of  new  truth.  This  key  opens 
every  door  in  the  New  Testament." 

<'  I  have  thanked  you  a  hundred  times  since  last  we  met  for  having 
made  the  thing  so  clear  to  me." 

"  Mr.  Hampden-Cook  has  taught  me  one  lesson  for  which  I  heartily 
thank  him — the  duty  of  placing  supreme  confidence  in  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

'*  You  have  given  me  the  clue  to  the  understanding  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment,  of  which  I  have  been  in  search  all  my  life." 
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"  A  volume  of  interesting  arguments." — Star. 

''  Plausible — and  forcibly  put." — Manchester  Examiner. 

"  Much  ability  and  moderation." — East  Anglian  Daily  Times. 

"The  work  deserves  to  be  read." — North  British  Mail. 

*'  Full  of  scriptural  and  theological  learning." — Scotsman. 

*'  Well  worthy  of  consideration.  Intense  reverence  for  Scripture." — 
Bai^tist. 

"  Llr.  Hampden-Cook  has  propounded  the  doctrine  with  masterly 
ability." — Australasian  Independent. 

Q  *  o  o 

"  Really  amounts  to  a  re-statement  of  the  whole  subject  of  eschatology. 
Will  be  eagerly  purchased  and  read." — Christian  Colonist. 

*' '  The  Christ  has  come  '  sets  out  to  prove  that  the  Second  Advent  is  an 
event  of  the  past,  and  pronounces  this  a  comforting  faith.  The  curious  in 
its  special  subject  will  doubtless  read  this  pamphlet." — Yorkshire  Post. 

"Necessarily  such  an  argument  is  unanswerable  and  compels  us  to 
close,  as  Carlyle  did  a  famous  lecture,  with  the  significant  word  'But — .'  " 
— Glasgoiv  Herald. 

i"C-  i":  i":  J"f 

"A  startling  hypothesis.  Stated,  argued,  and  indeed  proved  so  far  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  admits.  Beautifully  written  .  .  .  fresh  and 
original  .  .  .  fits  into  all  the  predictive  passages  in  connection  with  the 
Second  Advent.  Before  anyone  condemns  the  theory  as  rubbish  it  would 
be  wise  to  read  the  book,  and  if  he  does  not  agree  with  the  conclusion  he 
will  at  least  be  charmed  with  the  pleasing  style  and  reverential  spirit  of  the 
author." — Scottisli  Leader. 

*'  This  luminous,  if  erratic,  theologian  asserts  that  Jesus  was  as  good  as 
His  word  and  really  came  back  to  earth.  Single-minded  sincerity  is  mani- 
fested throughout  this  infatuated  brochure." — Agnostic  Journal. 

o  o  o  o 

"  Too  long  has  the  wayfaring  man  been  fooled  b}^  mountain  loads  of  theo- 
logic  dogma.  It  must  needs  be  that  men  after  erring  and  straying  should  at 
length  grow  weary  and  make  at  least  an  attempt  to  regain  the  old  highway. 
Mr.  Cook  appeals  for  evidence  not  to  what  men  have  said,  but  to  what  the 
Bible  says.  This  book  assists  in  simplifying  once  more  the  Bible  narrative 
encumbered  as  it  had  been  by  the  teaching  of  the  scribes.  Read  in  the 
light  of  the  truth  (granting  it  truth)  that  the  second  advent  did  take  place, 
the  whole  of  the  New  Testament  becomes  a  clear,  consecutive,  comprehensive 
narrative  of  the  greatest  events  that  have  ever  transpired  on  this  earth  of 
ours." — Barnet  Press. 
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"As  a  matter  of  gospel  exegesis,  Mr.  Cook  has  a  strong  case.  If  one 
thing  is  clear  about  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  it  is  that  He  was  coming  again  in 
the  lifetime  of  His  apostles." — Freethinker. 


